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September 12, 2006
FNBFA President Pleased with Prominence of 

Post-Secondary Education during Election Campaign

FREDERICTON – "We are extremely pleased with the attention being paid to post-secondary education in this election campaign," says Prof. Jack Vanderlinde, president of the Federation of New Brunswick Faculty Associations (FNBFA). 

“Almost two decades ago, the Federation – in co-operation with other sectors of the province's university community – was able to convince the Liberal government of Frank McKenna, whose mantra was ‘jobs, jobs, jobs’, that a well-educated population was the key to New Brunswick's economic success as well as being essential to its ongoing social development.

"As a result, the McKenna government imposed only modest cuts and then restored funding while, during the same period, Alberta and Ontario imposed 22.5 percent and 19 percent cuts to their university operating grants respectively.
“When Bernard Lord was elected Premier, his government also listened to the Federation's message and acted upon it, increasing university funding by almost 25 per cent overall since 1999. 

“Nevertheless, these increases have not kept pace with the University Price Index, which has consistently risen much faster than the Consumer Price Index.
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“One result of this has been that tuition fees in New Brunswick have risen, correspondingly, by almost 40 per cent in last five years, and are now the second-highest in Canada.

“Earlier this year, Premier Lord announced a program to offer a tax refund to offset up to $10,000 of the tuition fees of any university graduate who remains in or returns to the province, or who was educated elsewhere but comes to work here. 

"While that is primarily a labour-market oriented initiative, anything which helps to offset students' debt loads deserves to be applauded. 

“Also worthy of note, was the recent announcement by Premier Lord of the ‘Five-in-Five’ initiative. One element of which is that within the next five years, New Brunswick will have the highest increase in Canada in the number of workers with post-secondary education.”

Prof. Vanderlinde also has praise for Liberal leader Shawn Graham's recent announcement of a grant of $2,000 to each student enrolling full-time in a New Brunswick university, and his promise of an additional 1,000 renewable annual $2,500 scholarships based on academic ability and financial need. 

"Though laudable, in and of themselves, all these piecemeal initiatives fall far short of providing fully adequate operating funding for our universities. However, they do demonstrate that the universities are now higher on the agenda of the two leading political parties in the province, and there is every indication that they will remain there after the election, regardless of who wins." 

To find out more about the Federation’s mandate and activities, voters and candidates are encouraged to visit their website at www.fnbfa.ca.
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· Established in 1973, The Federation of New Brunswick Faculty Associations (FNBFA) represents the interests of more than 1200 university faculty at St. Thomas University (Fredericton); Mount Allison University (Sackville); l’Université de Moncton (Edmundston, Moncton and Shippagan); and the University of New Brunswick (Fredericton and Saint John).
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