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President’s Message

This being my first message to
the membership-at-large, be-
fore saying anything else [ wish
to thank you for entrusting me
with the presidency of the Fed-
eration. I will endeavour to
maintain the same high stand-
ards as those of the immediate
Past-President, Prof. Jack
Vanderlinde, and those who
preceded him.

On your behalf Prof.
Vanderlinde, the Executive Di-
rector and I had an extremely
successful meeting with (then)
Minister of Education for New
Brunswick, Hon. Elvy
Robichaud, on September 27

Notice of
Board Meetings

All FNBFA Board meet-
ings are open to indi-
vidual faculty members,
and an invitation to at-

tend is extended to any-

one wishing to do so.

For information concern-
ing dates of upcoming
board meetings, log on
to: www.fnbfa.ca

last. The Minister was accom-
panied by the two Deputy Min-
isters of Education, Karen
Mann and Raymond Daigle,
and the Executive Director of
Post-secondary Aftairs, Louise
Boudreau-Gillis. It is reward-
ing to know that the issues
which the Federation wishes to
discuss with government are
perceived by it to be suffi-
ciently important to merit this
level of interest.

Unfortunately, the Minister was
able to devote only a few min-
utes to the meeting, owing to
his being unexpectedly called
to the Premier’s office. We were
able, however, to discuss
briefly with him - and in much
greater detail with his senior
staff - the disaffection of our
members with the degree-
granting status granted earlier
this year to the commercial en-
terprise known as “Lansbridge
University”.

We left the meeting reassured
that, henceforth, the conferral
of degree-granting status by
this province on any institution
will not be done without full
consultation with the Maritime
Provinces Higher Education
Commission or another such
educational authority.

Also discussed was the need for
research funding from the pro-
vincial government to help to
stop the flow of faculty to other
parts of Canada and out of the
country. We were pleased to
hear that the Lord government
has been taking the “brain-
drain” issue very seriously re-
cently, and has been actively
working on identifying sources
of funds to allocate meaning-
ful sums to promote research
initiatives in the universities
and other sectors. (Since the
meeting, of course, Hon. Peter
Mesheau, the newly-appointed
Minister of Finance, has an-
nounced the probable freezing
of funding at present levels in
all sectors because of the unex-
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Website’s “Passive” Role in Lobbying

The website has been very successful over the summer, having garnered an average of 1,840
hits per month during June, July and August. It is one of the goals of the communications commit-
tee to reach an average of 2,000 hits a month. The reason for our interest in promoting the website
Is that we view it as a passive lobbyist. As you are all well aware two of the many functions of
FNBFA are to lobby the government and to inform the public about the concerns of university
faculty. We accomplish the former mainly by actively lobbying members of government, either
through informal means, i.e., meeting them by happenstance - at the market or at social functions,
for example - or by asking for formal meetings. (The techniques used by a lobbyist were exten-
sively discussed in the July edition of Belletin in the article entitled: “Lobbying Hints”.) The
latter is accomplished through regular articles in the media, and being invited as guest speakers at
public functions.

However, the web site now gives us both a new lobbying tool and a new tool to inform the
public. | refer to this lobbying as “passive lobbying” because we are not actively seeking out
government officials and others; instead they are seeking out our website. In doing so they are
effectively being lobbied, for by reading our press releases, briefs and Bulletins, they are receiving
the same information we would have imparted to them if we had actively approached them. In-
stead of meeting with a Minister and his/her deputies one at a time, we can reach a number of them
simultaneously. Furthermore, when it comes to informing the public, if they come to the website
they will be able to get a better understanding of the concerns and positions of faculty. Over the
summer months, potentially more than 5,500 people were either lobbied or informed as they visited
our website; in fact many of those visitors downloaded information from our web site onto their
own machines. The web site is working!

In order to increase the number of people visiting the web site, the communications commit-
tee has decided to promote it in the print media. Be on the lookout for advertisements in some of
our local dailies.

We have also made the home page of the website more appealing. We have added pictures of
all the universities of the province surrounding the FNBFA logo, and if one were to click on any
one of the pictures it would be magnified. In this way the viewer gets a better idea of whom and
what FNBFA represents.

Hopefully with these new initiatives we can increase the number of people visiting the web
site which, in turn, will result in a greater number of passively lobbied MLAs and a better informed
public.

lan H. Fraser,
Communications Chair

Executive Director Getting More Ink!

Soon after his most recent “Readers’ Forum” article [*U.S. Must Punish Only The Guilty” (see
page 4 E£d.)] was published, the Executive Director, Desmond Morley, was also invited to join the

Telegraph Journal’s provincial Editorial Board. He will be a regular contributor of editorials on a
variety of social issues from now on, in addition to his regular “Readers’ Forum” pieces. Congratu-
lations Desmond!

lan H. Fraser, Communications Chair
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Udal & Bhipgpagan Fedaration des Associations de Professeures 5t. Thomas Uniwersity
et Professeurs
' Universitd du Nouveau-Brunawick

Representing the faculty at New Brunswick's

Universities
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Udel & Edmension
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UNE - Frederician Univeraiti de Moncion & Monacion

Our new and more informative Home page

Federation Gets Plenty of Press Over the
Summer

Be sure to visit the Activities section of the web sitenatv.fnbfa.ca. Since the ladBulletin we

have had five items published in the Telegraph Journal: a letter to the Editor from the Past Presi-
dent, rebutting the letter of Micheal Gaffney, the President of Lansbridge University, responding
to the Executive Director’s July"@uest column; a letter to the Editor from the Communications
Chair, commenting on the demise of the ITI technology training facility; and three “op-ed” pieces,
Federal Program Causing Problems, Province Must Loosen Funding Gaipd U.S. Must Pun-

ish Only The Guilty by the Executive Director in his ongoing guest column.

A visit to the “Bulletin and Brief” section of the web site to peruse our submission to the Senate
Finance Committee is also recommended.

lan H. Fraser,
Communications Chair.
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pected slowing of the economy.
The Federation will be keeping
abreast of developments in this
area, and will respond accord-

ingly.)

As this issue of the Bulletin
goes to press the Vice-Presi-
dent, Prof. Hans vanderLeest,
the Executive Director, and I
are scheduled to appear before

(Continued from Page 1)

fax. We will urge the commit-
tee to recommend to Parliament
the introduction at the federal
level of permanent post-sec-
ondary education funding leg-
islation of the nature proposed
by CAUT.

In closing, I wish to welcome
Hon. Dennis Furlong to his new
portfolio as Minister of Educa-

co-operative relationship with
his Department which presently
exists.

Claude Dionne
President

the Finance Committee of the
House of Commons, at its in-
vitation, on October 18 in Hali-

tion, and I look forward to
maintaining the amicable and

U.S. Must Punish Only The Guilty

[The Executive Director, Desmond Morley, was invited by the Telegraph Journal to submit an
article addressing the September 11 terrorist attacks in the United States, and their aftermath, from
the point of view of New Brunswick faculty. It was published in the “Readers’ Forum” on Septem-
ber 26, 2001, and is reproduced here in its entirdig.]

Timothy McVeigh was a the world. No U.S. administra- Oklahoma bombing will also
terrorist. tion would dream of holding all characterize its agenda for ac-
He hated the government of theAnglo Saxon Christians ac-tion in the aftermath of the re-
United States with such fanati-countable for the aberrant accent events in New York and
cal passion that he conspiredions of only a few of them.  Washington.
with others to, and on April 19,
1995 succeeded in, reducingSo it must be with the membersHowever, the U.S. administra-
the Alfred P. Murrah federal of any and all ethnic groups andijon seems convinced Osama
building in Oklahoma City to with the adherents of every re-hin Laden, an Arab radical and
rubble with a homemade bomb Jigious faith. suspected terrorist who now
killing or injuring almost 700 reportedly enjoys the support of
innocent people in the processConsequently, the overwhelm-the Taliban, the rulers of Af-
ing hope which unites univer- ghanistan who share his Mus-
Mr. McVeigh also was an sity faculty in New Brunswick [im faith, masterminded the re-
Anglo Saxon who claimed to bewith their colleagues - not only cent destruction and carnage at
a Christian. in this province but throughout the World Trade Center and the
the world - is that reason will Pentagon.
There was, though, no subseprevail in the collective mind
quent vengeful rain of cruiseof the wounded colossus souths a result, disturbing rhetoric
missiles and - to coin a phrase of us; and that, in the weeks toyhich bodes ill for the Afghanis
B-52 droppings on Anglo come, the restraint of its re-in particular, and for Muslims
Saxon Christians throughoutsponse to the depravity of thein general, is flowing from all

(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4)

quarters of U.S. society, includ-1q g0 describe them elevatespomb Afghanistan further back
ing the highest levels of its gov-by definition, the deranged fa-into the Stone Age than the
ernment. natics who perpetrated thesqryssians already did only a

. . __outrages to the level of “warri- decade ago; it is quite another
Given the appropriate stimuli, org in the eyes of those whomyg, carelessly offend the shared
grief and anger are COMMONthey seek to convince that theysensitivities of the world’s
among human beings; in theyre fighting a “holy war” muslims - who reportedly
present circumstances, thegainst the United States.  number almost two billion -
m_o_numental despair and_ un- and, in so doing, risk precipi-
mitigated rage of our American\yars have a way of spreadingating the new Holy War be-
neighbours are readily under- | 305 and Cambodia saw aween Christendom and Islam.
standable. considerable measure of in-

. volvement in the Vietnam con- That, after all, seems to be the
Nevertheless, these heighteneg];q ! N
. ultimate raison d’'étre of the re-

gn:otlgns mESt not bﬁ so_ln- cent campaign of terror against
ulged as to become the rationtonsequently, in any military the United States.

ale for the scything of anotheryegnonse, the U.S. must be care-
swath of indiscriminate de- ful that it does not |gn|te a Con-Therefore, On|y the gu”ty must

struction through yet more in-fjagration which quickly runs pe punished.
nocent bystanders - though, thig) ;+ of its control.

time, on the other side of the

If American retribution against
world.

Furthermore, the declarationpin Laden and others of his ilk
n a letter to President G that they have been successfyk warranted, let it be meted out
n a letler o Fresident 1>€0r94n starting a war is exactly whatgnly to them, and not to the vast
W. Bush and the Members ofine terrorists want; and the situmajority of innocent Muslims

the U.S. Congress signed byation was not helped by the ill-yyithin Afghanistan and else-
numerous esteemed academiGghosen vocabulary of Presidentyhere, who both believe in, and
from all parts of the Westernpggp in his recent announcenbser\’,e’ the Koran’s prohibi-

Hemisphere is the simple stateent of 5 “crusade” against terion of the taking of innocent
ment “revenge breeds re-grism. lives

venge”.

Nothi db h The Muslim world in general, At this terrible time for all of
othing could be more true; theaccording to numerous reliablenymanity, Muslims are unjustly

events in the Holy Land, North- reports, has perceived this UNbeing forced to endure an addi-
ern Ireland and elsewhere havgyynate choice of words to betional burden: that of a collec-
confirmed this over the years as, yeileq threat directed moretive blame which they have nei-
the body count has continuedygainst Islam itself than againstner brought upon themselves
to mount. the terrorism of a handful of hor even remotely deserve.

misguided extremists.

The letter goes on: “The cra- (Desmond Morley is the Execu-

ven acts of terrorism in NeW \ye are keeping our fingersiive Director of the Federation
York and Washington are dig-¢rossed that his subsequengt New Brunswick Faculty As-

nified intolerably by their clas- ¢|arifications have been well sociations)
sification as acts of war”. received.

We could not agree more. 1 js one thing to threaten to
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Colleague Gracious In Accepting Award

[The following is the full text of the acceptance speech delivered by Prof. George De Benedetti
(MAFA - ret’'d) when he was recently presented with the 2001 Prix Nicole Raymond Award. We are
most grateful to him for his gracious and encouraging woidd.}

| wish to thank Claude DionneMaritime Provinces Higher alter the status quo in their own
for his comments, and BerkeleyjEducation Commission; and institutions. . . . He never

Fleming for his kind words of Reavely Gair, Director of the initiated a debate, let alone
praise in his citation. It is anTeaching Center at UNB. concrete action, on possible
honour to have been presented changes to the governance
with the award by JonWhere the principal activity of structures of New Brunswick

Thompson, an illustrious pasthe Federation is lobbying, | universities.”

recipient. | wish to acknowl- congratulate the Federation on

edge the support through manits improved communications In defence,  McKenna

years of my spouse, Angelicawith the public at large in commented: “l was brought up

those of my colleagues ataising the profile of higher to believe that universities

Mount Allison and other uni- education in the Province. Jackfunction best when they are
versities. As well, my thanksVanderlinde is to be independentandwhen they are
to the Federation of Newcongratulated for the free to chart their own course.
Brunswick Faculty Associa- Federation’s superb web site. I This view may no longer hold,

tions for having honoured mewas especially pleased to seegiven the pace of change in
and to all of you who cameseveral excellerdp. ed pieces society....” (Page 117)

from near and far for this occadin the Telegraph Journal by our

sion. Un grand merci & megxecutive Director, Desmond The sentiment expressed that
amis francophones qui ontMorley. As well as these universities function best when

voyagés ici aujourd’hui. Je suiexcellent ongoing lobbying they are independentis a tribute
trés chanceux d’avoir defforts, | recently came acrossin part to the past lobbying

collegues comme vous. some evidence of past lobbyingefforts of the FNBFA. The
efforts. sentiment that this view may no
| find myself in good company longer hold, presents

among the past recipients of thén his review of Frank challenges for academics as
Award. In addition to the McKenna’s performance in professors and administrators.
professors and librarians whaeforming various economic University Boards will have to
have received the Prix Nicolesectors, Donald Savoie in hisbecome more accountable,
Raymond Award: Al Sharp, Jonbook,Pulling Against Gravity: through their composition and
Thompson, Rick McGaw, from Economic Development During actions, by serving society at
UNB; Arséne Richard & EdgarThe McKenna Yearsoted that large and not corporate
Léger, Claude Dionne, fromtwo important sectors had beeninterests.
I'Université de Moncton; neglected for reform by Frank
Gwen Ebbett, Elmer Tory, romMcKenna. One was the And what of other societal
Mount Allison; Claudia University Sector and the otherchallenges facing academics
Whelan, from Saint Thomas:Electricity. “In the case of forthe 22 Century? | could list
there is Jeanne d’Arc Gaudetyniversities, it is surprising that 2 number of them including
from Shippegan, who was thélcKenna did nothing. He globalinterdependence, human
Chair of the New Brunswick neither challenged them tocloning, and threats to the
Status of Women Committeejncrease their research andenvironment. But there is
Willie Eliot, President of UPEI; development, nor did he askanother problem that | want to
Tim Andrew, Past Chair of theuniversity administrators to emphasize, and that is the
(Continued on Page 8)
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A dinner to honour Prof.

George De Benedetti [cen-
tre left, with his wife Angel-

ica] a founding member of
the Federation and its 2001
Prix Nicole Raymond Award

recipient, was held at the
Marshlands Inn, Sackville

on August 22, 2001.

Prof. De Benedetti accepts the 2001 Prix Nicole Raymond Award. [See pageEl.] -
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In good company. Prix Nicole Raymond Award
recipients (I-r) Claude Dionne (1999 - ABPPUM)
and Elmer Tory (1995 - MAFA) join 2001 recipient
George De Benedetti (MAFA - ret’d) and Jon
Thompson (1992 - UNB).

(Continued from Page 6)
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preservation of democracies in the context of increas
globalization and the corporate agenda. Even in Can
where there is no effective national opposition party, wh
power is being concentrated more and more in the Pri
Minister’s Office, where MP’s and the Cabinet have le
and less influence, our democracy will be threatened
reforms to our Parliamentary institutions are not initiat
soon.

| am sure that scientific solutions will be found to many ¢
our societal problems. But, more important, solutions c

Oipintons expressed in the Bulletin are
ot necessanily those of the Executrve
DEmd/or Board of FNBFA/FAPPUNB

AN

only come through a framework of ethical values, and tt

B Your Opinions are Welcomed

is where our universities and their academic staff can make A gyecial invitation is extended to
the greatest contributions. For it is through our universiti@Sose members of local associations who

that values are discussed and disseminated. It is w

hatare interested in commenting upon

differentiates us from other public and private post secondaryjiversity life in general. Readers are

institutions. Thank you.

invited to send their opinions and/or
comments, in writing, to the address
above.




